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Section 2.4 in the Final EIS explains why initial implementation of light

rail transit on SR 520 is not planned. The decision to locate Sound

Transit’s initial east-west light rail transit corridor on I-90 rather than SR

520 has been made through extensive regional deliberation. Table 2-2 of

the Final EIS illustrates the history of regional decision making on east-

west mass transit routes, which began in 1967 when the Comprehensive

Public Transportation Plan for the Seattle Metropolitan Area identified a

rail corridor from Seattle to Bellevue and Redmond on I-90. Subsequent

studies and agreements over the next 40 years have all continued to

identify I-90 as the preferred rail transit corridor, with predicted ridership

similar to or more than SR 520 and substantially lower costs and

environmental effects. However, through coordination with Sound

Transit, WSDOT has designed the Preferred Alternative to have

enhanced compatibility with potential future light rail compared to the

SDEIS design options. Chapter 2 of the Final EIS provides further

discussion.
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Your comments about using American labor, materials, and union labor

are noted. WSDOT is required by law to purchase many of our goods

and services from contracts that are negotiated and administered by the

Department of General Administration, Office of State Procurement. For

more information on materials used for WSDOT projects, please see the

state distributed brochure on the subject at

http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/NR/rdonlyres/9222FB80-95AB-4318-9F9B-

2B4690A046D4/0/DoingBusinessWSDOT_03032010.pdf .

The economics analysis assumes that construction jobs and spending

would occur locally, and that effects from construction spending would

result in an increase in jobs and income in the region to support

construction (page 49 of the SDEIS Land Use, Economics, and

Relocations discipline report).
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